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THE “P- R -” 

—Early this month a letter in the Times, signed “ M.D ” 
Dear Editor, j many pe0 pie. „ A physician of high standing" 
must have surpris « boys for admission into a good public school 
who had been ex . - ficant minority imperfectly developed or subject to 
found all but an S kindS) and seein g that these boys had no doubt all 
deformities of v ‘ nQ expense or care had been grudged, he Was at 
come from ho ^ account for this alarming result. An active discus- 

a loss to on the C a U ses that dispose our boys to delicacy before 

sion has toi ^ fee ding and mode of life there, and the training 0 f 

going to s ’ Times has thus given wide circulation to much that the 

teachers ^ insisted upon for years, and the Spectator too has 

Far TL backward in helping the good work. In an article on the 
n °H ih of our Boys ” (November 12th) the writer pertinently asks why 
“h^are so delicate, whereas our girls are admittedly stronger and 
K Ur than ever before. He considers that “ we are too careless as to 
lfstour boys eat at preparatory schools, and we allow them to be worn 
t bv an injudicious mixture of work. The brainwork by itself would not 
wt them or the energetic play, but the mixture of both before either 
brain or muscles are fully framed wears them out with weariness.” 

The report on Secondary Education, and the two bills on the subject in- 
troduced by the Duke of Devonshire and the Headmasters’ Association, 
come in for much attention, and an exhaustive article on the subject by 
Cloudesley Brereton appears in the Fortnightly for this month. After 
shewing that the report is justified in describing our Secondary Education 
as “fortuitous, piecemeal, and haphazard,” the writer refers in particular 
to some of our more glaring defects, such as the inefficiency of the teachers 
and the ill-arranged curriculum leading to premature specialization. He 
points out that Technical Education can never attain its full development 
as long as it has not a sound general education to build upon, and con- 
cludes by saying that “ Secondary Education, dry and technical as it seems 
and difficult because of its complexity, becomes for every English parent, 
nay for everyone who has the welfare of his country at heart, a question of 
the deepest and most momentous importance.” 

Mr. Bryce spoke at Burnley last month on the same subject, and urged 
that even as a matter of business it was bad policy to take a boy from 
school until he was 17, because he is unable to take full advantage of his 
technical training until the foundation of general knowledge has been laid 
broad and deep. With this speech, which forms the text of an article in 
the Spectator for October 22nd, it is interesting to compare Laurie 
Magnus’ paper in the Nineteenth Century for November, on the effect that 
modern industrial expansion in Germany has had on their Universities. 
In this connection also may be read Professor Mahaffy’s racy indictment 
of the Irish Secondary Schools in the same magazine, entitled “ How to 
circumvent ‘ cramming.’ ” 

Increased attention seems to be given to the question of a pure milk 
supply, and considering the important place that milk holds in the diet 
of children, and the readiness with which tubercular disease is conveye 
by it, renders it one of the highest importance. It is asserted that the 
English are the only people who habitually use large quantities of on- 
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cooked milk. Certainly no nation is so scourged by consumption, and the 
medical papers are unanimous in saying that no milk should be used 
Without previously boiling, unless it has been pmperly sterilized. 

Ti. • „f £ m S t ect ^”- (November 5, h), a review of the life of 
Thring. of Uppingham, by Di. C. R. Parkin, C.M.G., which would make 
an admirable addition to our library. 

Pater Junior. 


P.N.K.U. NOTES. 

Edlted b y Miss Frances Bi.ogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street , S.W . 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, ate requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places:— 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

COLCHESTER. — Hon. Sec., pro tem. , Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

CROYDON. — Names may be sent pro tem., P. Rands, Esq., Brighty, 
Bensham Manor Road. 

Streatham, 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. — Miss C. A. Rooper, Pen Selwood, Gervis Road. 
Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 

Bristol. 

Lewes.— Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Fawsett, 83, High Street. 
Dorking.— Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Powell, Oakridge. 
Brussels. — Names may be sent pro tem., Madame de Goeij, 35, 
Rue du Moulin. 

Windsor. 

Norwich. 

Readers of the Parents' Pieview living in these districts, or^having 
friends there, are asked' to communicate with Miss Blogg. 
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BELGRAVIA.-The next meeting will be held at 6 Hans Crescent, S \y 
(by kind permission of the Dowager Countess of Northesk), at 3.3’ p " 
when Miss Carta Sturge will lecture on Ihe, place of Poetry in E^ 

t i on ” In January, there will be an annual general meeting, which 

important all members of the branch should attend.-Mr. F. Ryl and . 
also promised a lecture early in the year, on ” How to teach the tights 

r fn nnr hoVS and rrirls.” — 7 llP i 

is to 
and 


wnen lvii^s m ^ 

tion.” — In January, there will be an annual general meeting, which it 

karc nf tbp branch should attend.. — Mr T? n , 1S 

also proimocvA «. ' _ VAJV - u ^us and 

duties of citizenship to our boys and girls. —Ihe Committee hopes 
arrange several helpful classes for little children for Brushwork a 
Music teaching (Mrs. Curwen’s method) ; also courses of lectures f or 
older girls, and some for young mothers. Lectures on Sick Nursing a 
Housekeeping will be arranged if sufficient names are sent in. — Members 
are urged to take advantage of the free Library, at 28, Victoria Street • 
also of the Natural History Club, Mothers’ Educational Course, etc’ 
Lady Campbell, Hon. Secretary, Belgravia Branch, Thames Ditton, 
Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street, will gladly answer any enquiries. 


and 

iers 


or 


Hyde Park and Bayswater. — Hon. Sec., Mrs. E. L. Franklin (50, 
Porchester Terrace, Hyde Park), at home Thursday mornings. — A lecture 
was given on November 21st, at five o’clock, at 98, Harley Street (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Morley Fletcher), by Dr. Schofield, entitled “The 
Philosophy of Education.” Mrs. Howard Glover in the chair. — The next 
meeting will be held on December 13th, at five o’clock, at 33, Phillimore 
Gardens (by kind permission of Mrs. Freeman), when Mrs. Clement 
Parsons will give a lecture entitled, “When I was a child.” The chair 
will be taken by Dr. Gladstone. Tea and coffee at 4.30. — Particulars 
of the Hockey arranged for children and adults, may be had from 
Mrs. franklin, or from Miss Montagu, 12, Kensington Palace Gardens. 


Richmond and Kew. — On October 28th, Miss Johnson, B.A., read a 
very able paper to this branch, entitled, “ The Future of our Girls.” 
faking for granted that the foremost wish of most parents for their girls 
was that they might marry, Miss Johnson quoted Mrs. Sidgwick to show 
that only about half of our middle-class girls were likely to marry, therefore 
the necessity to choose a career and fit themselves for it. If they married 
they would be none the less fit to be wives and mothers for having had 
some training after leaving school ; and if they did not marry, how valuable 
would that training become. Miss Johnson then passed on to speak of 
the different kinds of work open to women. Speaking generally, this 
might be divided into literary, practical, aesthetic, or athletic. An inter- 
esting iscussion took place at the close of the paper, in which Dr. 
uttewort , M.D., the Chairman (Arthur Palliser, Esq.), and the 
ere ar) too part. Mr. Garrod has promised to lecture to this branch, 
early in the new year, on “ Co-education.” 


anstead and Woodford.— A lecture was given on October nth 

who^^H^k' X y° odford Green (kindly lent by Rev. F. N. Fitzpatrick, 
Na 3 S’ b ? M * SS Evans ‘ The subject was “ How to show ou. 
and iriend^ er ^. 0 lll( lren.” There was a good attendance of members 
Curwen shewed 1 f ' ecture was much appreciated Mr. Spedding 
November on «« a ^ ant ® rn illu strations.— There was another lecture m 
Arithmetic with hands and eyes,” by Miss Edna Walter. 
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Oc S tober°i 2 th,\t ^4 °Finchley Road ^ ** SeSSi ° n ^ hdd ° n 

Doyle Penrose). Dr. Schofieffi Ld P^^ion of Mr. and Mrs. 

Philosophy of Education,” dealing witlf the 0 ^!^ 06 ^ ° n <The 

influence of environment and the effect of an ’ lmportant ^? sUon of the 
mind.-H. A. Nesbit, Esq^l^ ed^ the 

and Literature,” at the November meeting Interdependence of Hlstor y 


bv“r^" Ct t- 4 , th the first lecture 0f this session was 

by liss A. R. Evans, public lecturer on Art, at the old College, Dulwich, 
by kind permission of Canon Daniell, who presided.' The attendance 
was very good and the lecture was much liked.-The following week 
Miss Evans conducted a small class through the Dulwich Picture Gallery. 
-On Tuesday November 22nd, at five p.m., the Rev. H. S. Swithinbank 
lectured at Pond House, Dulwich Village (by kind invitation of Mrs. May), 
on Some thoughts on fatherhood,” by a father.-We hope shortly to 
start a Neighbour Guild ” for girls after leaving school, on the lines laid 
down by Mrs. Steinthal in her excellent paper read at the conference last 
summer. The Children’s Natural History Club has done very well, and 
has 46 members. 


Harrow,— There have been two interesting meetings in the Harrow 
branch lately, one on November 3rd, in Victoria Hall, Rev. Thomas 
Smith in the chair, when Miss Frances Blogg spoke on the aims of the 
Society, and had more members been present, would have struck the light 
of enthusiasm into more than the baker’s dozen who were there, attentive 
though these few undoubtedly were, to her address.— Mr. Bryant, D.Sc., 
North London Collegiate School, lectured on November nth to another 
diminutive audience on “ The choice of children’s books,” in the Greenhill 
Board Schools, at eight pm. — There will be a lecture on “Dangerous 
Trades,” by Miss Gertrude Tuckwell (Women’s Trade Union League), at 
4, Lyon Road, at 3.30 on December 2nd. Members are specially invited 
to bring as many friends as possible. 

READING. — Natural History Club . — The third annual exhibition was 
held on October 29th, in the Abbey Hall, 2.30-5.30. The exhibition 
showed an incieased interest in the work. The exhibits, though not 
larger in number, were of better quality than last year. Mr. Wing kindly 
lent a most interesting set of local fossils, and Mr. Digby, of Sonning, 
sent a beautiful case of minute moths, which were arranged so as to shew 
their life history, parts of the plants and berries on which they feed being 
shewn frith them. Mr. Eastlake also kindly sent two cases of butterflies, 
beautifully mounted. A catalogue was prepared and printed ; there 
were 39 exhibits. The number of visitors present was 73. The 
judges were Mr. Tufnail, Mr Hawkins, Mr. Leslie, and Mr. Wing. 
Miss K. M. Hall unfortunately telegraphed that she was unable to come 
and give her lecture, ibis was a great disappointment. At 4.30 a short 
meeting was held. Mrs. Colson kindly took the chair and addressed a 
few words to the children. Mrs. Hart Davis spoke, thanking the members 
for their very kind present of a photograph of the excursion party to 
Dunsden. Mrs. Edminson made a very satisfactory statement of 

vol. ix.— no. 12. 0 3 
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c hcrriotions had amounted to 73. irom adults, /, » 
accounts. SubsC P enditU re of the year left a balance of £ 2 J 
from children , t P g was an inciea se in the year of 34 memK d ' 

The seCretary to S t t al to 186. She also announced the committee’s proposal 
bringing the to azine to take the place of the quarterly Natur 

Letters 6 which were rendered inadequate owing to the increased member 
bin Mr F Tufnail proposed that the committee be asked to constitute 
magazine committee, and be asked to undertake the arrangement 
or iTsufne the quarterly magazine. Mrs. tike seconded the motion 
which was put to the meeting by Mrs. Colson and carried unanimously! 
With votes of thanks to the committee for their year’s work, to Mrs. 
Colson for taking the chair, to the judges, and to Messrs. Sutton f or 
the hall, the meeting was brought to a close. 


Wakefield. — On October 28th, a meeting was held to consider the 
advisability of forming a branch of the P.N.E.U. for Wakefield and 
District. The Bishop of Wakefield presided ; Mrs. Spencer Curwen and 
Miss Blogg explained the objects of the Union, and Mrs. Curwen also 
gave an address on “ Musical Training.” About 70 ladies and gentlemen 
were present, and it was decided that a branch should be formed. 


Bolton. — A meeting was held at Hetlands (by kind permission of 
Mrs. Crook), on Monday, October 31st. A Natural History Club for 
children was formed, Miss Beatrice Taylor having kindly promised to 
undertake the work. This was also the business meeting. Eleven new 
members have joined the branch this session. Mrs. Crook and Mrs. 
Barnes were re-elected President and Secretary, and a committee of five 
members was formed. The next meeting will be on December 12th. 


Ipswich. — A drawing-room meeting was held at the High School, 
Ipswich (by kind permission of Miss Youngman), on Monday, Oct. 24th, 
when Mrs. Steinthal explained the objects of the Union. At the close of 
the able and interesting paper, after a cordial vote of thanks had been 
accorded to Mrs. Steinthal, the meeting expressed a desire to see a branch 
of the P.N.E.U. established in Ipswich. A considerable number of the 
large audience stayed for an adjourned meeting, when a small committee, 
an Hon. Secretary (pro tem.\ and an Hon. Treasurer were elected. 
About 40 names were given in as intending members, and the committee 
hope to arrange a good programme for 1899 — the year to begin and 
subscriptions to be due in January. It is hoped that a meeting may also 
e arranged in December, to interest the members in the methods and 
wor mg of the P.N.E.U. Hon. Treasurer, Mr. F. G. Bond ; Hon. 
Secretary ( pro tem.\ Mrs. W. E. Fletcher. 


v T ‘ emDer Ist > at 3 . 30 , at 141, Marine Parade, a pap^ - 

rea y iss Lawrence, entitled “Games in Education.” — January l2t 
■ omax, on “Things that everybody kills,” at 55, Old Steine, at 3 P- 1 
duct* p 0til ’ ^ s * Element Parsons will lecture on “A Childs intr 

March inth Sunnyside, Upper Lewes Road, at 3 3 ° P*™' 

wm read a paper at Rossn,ore 
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“/T' i°j October 26th the opening meeting of the session 
was le c a rie ,0 ge (by Mrs. Edwin Barclay’s kind permission). Miss 
Lawrence spo e on The necessity for continuity in girls’ education.” 
The lecturer dwelt on the harm done to girls by want of forethought on the 
part o parents, ot 1 to their characters and to their intellectual powers. 
She spoke of the evil effects of the constant change of governesses and 
schools so often inflicted upon girls, and urged with great force the need 
for carefully planning out the courses of study, methods of teaching, and 
steady influences of discipline in the home training, more especially during 
the “ awkward age,” when the ordinary home schoolroom does not satisfy 
the needs of girls. She pointed out that the boarding school is one 
solution of this difficulty, but, in adopting it, parents should be careful to 
suit the home training to the curriculum of the carefully-chosen school. 
The Rev. F. S. Colman, in the chair, made a few' remarks, and cordially 
thanked Miss Lawrence for the trouble she had taken in coming from 
Brighton to deliver the interesting paper.— The next meeting was on 
November 15th. A debate on “ Day Schools v. Boarding Schools,” 
opened by the Head Master of King’s College School in favour of the 
former, C. Tyrrell Giles, Esq., M.P., in the chair.— Mr. E. Cooke’s Nature 
class has been resumed, and the botany will commence shortly. It is 
hoped that the practical carpentry for boys during the Christmas holidays 
will be repeated. — A Reading Circle is in the course of formation, 
managed by Mrs. Schloss, Hill House, Wimbledon. 

Leeds. — The annual meeting was held in the lecture hall of the 
Yorkshire Ladies’ Council of Education, on Monday, October 24th, 1898. 
The meeting opened at five o’clock, Mrs. Gibson presiding. Mrs. 
Micklethvvait read a report of the past year’s work. It was stated — (1) 
that the number of members of the branch remained the same, 59 ; (2) 
that such lectures as had been held in the lecture hall had been attended 
by 40 board school teachers and others at a small fee ; (3) that the 
Natural History Club had been carried on by Miss Simpson on the same 
lines as the preceding year. The report was adopted. Mrs. Lionel Teale 
proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring officers. Mrs. Gibson announced 
that Mrs. L. Micklethw'ait resigned the secretaryship, and that Mrs. H. 
Wager was proposed for election. Mrs. Micklethwait proposed, and Mrs. 
Miall seconded, that Mrs. Brunton should be asked to join the committee. 
Mrs. Gibson asked the meeting to elect the proposed officers, which was 
done. The Rev. J. Simpson gave an address on ‘‘The Text of Scripture 
as the basis of Religious Education.” He emphasized the necessity of- 
children becoming acquainted with the ( ipsissuna verba of scripture from 
their earliest years. He spoke of the surprising ignorance of the text of 
the Bible that he and others had observed in scripture examinations, and 
even among candidates for ordination, and maintained that no steadfast 
faith could be built up without a direct and thorough knowledge of the 
gospel upon which it rested. Some discussion followed, after which Mrs. 
Gibson returned thanks to Mr. Simpson on behalf of the meeting 

Edinburgh.— The winter session was opened on Wednesday, 26th Oct., 
when a devotional service was held in the Moray aisle of S. Giles’ 
Cathedral. The address was given by the Rev. R. S. Simpson, M.A., 
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” Thirds (to be found in ver. i, chap, vi., 2 Corinthians’! 
who spoke from thes J ”__On Tuesday, 29th November, a lecture 

•• Workers loge.her mth an* ^ ^ A Variation of ^ 
was delivered by x. p es may be had from the hon. secretary 

garten ^ples. Chariotte Square. 

MrS ' Berry , n _lon Friday evening, November nth, a meeting of this 
Hampstead. O Un 4 rsity College Preparatory School, Holly Hill, 
branch was held at “ f of the scho ol, presided. The Rev. Dr 

Abbod president 'of the branch, gave an address on “ The uses and limits 
Abbott, P f e . {he incip i e of authority in the training of children.” 

rae firasKp to take, he said, in discussing the subject was to mark preciseiy 
U * thnritv was It was a derived power, distinct from a sovereign 
powerand derived from it. It was a right power distinct from brute force, 
and was calculated to strengthen those under it by a sense of being 
supported To obtain willing, intelligent obedience in a child, and not 
convert him into a machine, he must be surrounded by habits of obedience. 
He strongly advocated the introduction at school of all kinds of games 
and drill which required the co-operation of a number of children. They 
should be encouraged to study the lives of those heroes who were noted 
for habits of endurance and self-control. A child should not be ordered 
about in a purposeless manner, but should be encouraged to think that its 
obedience was of some use and help to others. In teaching truths which 
demanded immediate acceptance, those truths must be based upon the 
laws of Nature, and a child must be brought into actual contact with 
Nature herself. In an interesting manner Dr. Abbott dealt with many 
branches of learning, and gave instances of the way in which children 
could from the first be interested in the various subjects. A discussion 


followed, and the proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to Dr. Abbott. 
— The next meeting will be on December 7th, when Miss Goodrich-Freear 
(Secretary of the Women’s Branch of the Swanley Horticultural College) 
will speak on “ Horticulture as a Career for Girls.” It is hoped that there 
will be a large attendance. 



AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Francis F. Steinthal. 

My dear Children, I must first wish you one and all 
a happy new year. Make good resolutions for the year 1898, 
and not only make them but keep them, which is quite another 
matter. Take the motto of the Order of Chivalry for your 
own, “What’s brave, what’s noble, let’s do it.” Remember 
that bravery does not only mean rescuing drowning boys, and 
children from burning buildings or a runaway horse. There 
is another form of bravery that makes a boy or girl always 
speak the truth, and not fear to own a fault. May all my 
dear children grow up tender-hearted, brave, true men and 
women. I should like you all to read about the Order of 
Chivalry, and to belong to it. About two hundred of you 
work with and for me regularly, but there must be over a 
thousand children who read the Budget, and who do not join 
our competitions. We do not offer large prizes — never money 
prizes — as some papers do, because we know that our children 
work from love, and not from a desire to earn something. 
Let me see this year that my high opinion of you is justified 
by increasing the number sixfold. I should like quite one 
hundred to join Miss Wyvill’s society, and shall insert 
your names in the “ Budget.” Next month we will continue 
our games. Your loving 

Auntie Mai. 


Wootton Court, Wootton, 

November 2 is/. 

Dear Auntie Mai, — We think that the readers of 
“ Auntie Mai’s Budget ” would like to know what we have 
done in the way of Natural History this term. We go out for 
a walk every Monday and collect fruits and flowers. On 
October nth, 1897, we found 104 fruits. On October 18th, 
we found 7 2 flowers. On October 25th, we found 70 flowers, 
among which were primrose, tower mustard, bugle ant 
fluellen. On October 24th, we saw a small copper butterfly. 
We have seen the following birds Rook, jackdaw, jay, 
swallow, blackbirds, song thrush, sky lark, robin wagtai , 
starling, sparrow, wren, blue-til, wood P'8 eo ^ 
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